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Accrington Stanley Community Trust is governed by a Board of Trustees whom have a responsibility for the

strategy and direction of the charity’s work. Since the inception of the charity in 2010 the board of trustees have

grown from strength to strength in both numbers and experience. Our Trustees represent various sectors within

the community including education, sport, health, business and commerce.

Upheld by our Chair of Trustees, Peter Shaw and Accrington Stanley Managing Director, David Burgess, the intrinsic

link between the football club and charity ensures that there is a clear and constant line of communication between

the two organisations.

Peter Shaw 
(Chair of Trustees)

Cllr Tony Dobson 
(Vice Chair of Trustees)

David Keeley 
(Trustee)

Purves Ali
(Trustee)

Terry Neville
(Trustee)

David Burgess 
(Trustee)

Anne Ellwood
(Trustee)

Robert Houseman
(Trustee)

Trustees

MARTIN FEARON 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

W
elcome to Accrington
Stanley Community
Trust’s 2017 impact

report. The aim of the report is to
give you a reflection of the
fantastic projects we have been
delivering in our community in
2017.
Over the past 12 months we have
continued to grow, building on a
solid foundation that first started in
September 2010. Year on year we
continue to surpass our targets and
2017 has been another fantastic
year for the charity.
A big focus has been the planning
of our proposed new multi million
pound sports hub facility in
Accrington. We believe that by
creating better facilities and having
a fit for purpose base for the
charity, we can deliver even more
projects in our community and
achieve amazing outcomes that will
change local people’s lives. We plan
to be here for the long term and
this facility will help us achieve our
ambition of becoming the leading
community engagement charity in
the borough.
Inside this report you will read
about how we have made a
difference to local people,
improved participation rates in

sport and exercise, delivered
projects around health and
inclusion as well as an update on
our facility plans.
You will also read about our growth
in community engagement,
education, staffing/volunteers and
the launch of the Accrington
Stanley Girls and Ladies Football
Club. The charity raised £500k in
2017 to deliver around 30 projects
to over 15,000 local people, this is
something we are all extremely
proud of.
I would also like to take this
opportunity to thanks all of our
staff, trustees and volunteers who
work tirelessly to deliver the many
projects and events that really do
make a positive difference in our
community.
Our thriving partnerships play a
huge part in allowing us to inspire
the local community through our
charitable work. I would like to
thank all of our partner schools,
businesses and groups who engage
with us every year.
We are looking forward to another
year of growth in 2018 which is set
to be our most successful and
exciting year to date.
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PETER SHAW 
CHAIR OF TRUSTEES

A
s another year passes it is a
privilege to introduce our
first ever impact report. On

behalf of all Trustees and staff I
must put on record how proud we
all are to be part of an
organization which puts our
community at the heart of
everything we do.
The charity has been immensely
successful over the last seven
years and has given help and
inspiration to all age groups and
abilities which come under its ever
expanding umbrella.

Our finances and governances are
as strong as ever and 2017 was
another successful year for the
charity.
This is recognized by the local
authority which looks for support
in areas such as the development
of Higham Playing Field at a time
when its finances are under severe
constraint. Our charity has access
to national funding to help

develop a multi-million pound
sports hub facility that will bring
benefits to all residents of
Hyndburn.
It is a ground breaking flagship
project and has the full support of
all the national sporting agencies
and will bring benefits for many
years to come. A legacy that all
should be appreciative of.

When you turn the pages of this
report you will see some of the
inspiring projects which the
charity runs in the local area and
the positive impact we continue to
make.
Both the charity and the football
club are forward looking with the
best interests of the community at
heart. The journey started 7 years
ago and we plan to continue
bringing hope, inspiration and
ambition to our community for
many years to come.

www.stanleytrust.co.ukAccrington Stanley Community Trust



A
ccrington Stanley Community
Trust is a non-profit, 
self-funding registered charity

(Number 1139575) and community
organisation that has been working
within the Hyndburn community since
2007. After becoming a registered
charity and re-forming as a Community
Trust in 2010, the organisation has seen
an accelerated rise and growth.

Accrington Stanley Community Trust
was originally established under the
banner of Football in the Community in
2007, with the aim to bring the
professional club and their community
closer together. Natural progression
from Football in the Community

resulted in the scheme being taken on
to work alongside and under the
guidance of the Football League Trust.
Accrington Stanley Community Trust
has expanded at a phenomenal rate
and we now work in 4 key themed
areas: Sports Participation, Education,
Health & Wellbeing and Social Inclusion.

Football and in particular, Accrington
Stanley Football Club has the ability to
engage people, improve community
cohesion and raise the hopes and
aspirations of the people of Hyndburn.
As a Club we are committed to
ensuring that we respond to local
needs whilst working strategically in
line with regional and national agendas.

We all recognise that sport can play a
prominent role in addressing major
issues such as obesity, anti-social
behaviour, health, employment and
attainment.

Through key partnerships and a robust
multi-agency approach, we ensure that
we can achieve our aims and objectives
effectively and efficiently. Our
partnerships work underpins the entire
scheme delivery programme and
enables us to work strategically within
Hyndburn. These relationships enable
us to engage with underrepresented
and hard to reach groups.

About us

Vision
“Use the power of Accrington Stanley Football Club to
improve the lives of the people of Hyndburn through
participation in sport and exercise”.

HELPING
PEOPLE
PARTICIPATE,

DEVELOP
& ACHIEVE

Mission
Our mission is to support the local community
regardless of age, gender, race, religion or skill level
and promote a healthier lifestyle through sport and
education by encouraging individuals to take part
in fun based activities, which develop confidence, 
co-operation and education.

Values
• Challenge behaviour and attitudes, promoting 

Respect and celebrating diversity
• Inspire to achieve and Fulfil potential
• Develop leaders, coaches and volunteers
• Innovate in delivery

www.stanleytrust.co.uk
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CHANGING LIVES
OUR PEOPLE, THEIR STORIES

CHANGING LIVES
OUR PEOPLE, THEIR STORIES

Cameron 

McDermott

Age: 19

Btec 
Scholarship Student

Cameron recently graduated
from our Level 3 BTEC in Sport
scholarship programme after
joining us from a local high
school at the age of 16. 
Having passed the two year
course he now has a part time
job working for the Community
Trust as a Community Sports
Coach.

Cameron explains ‘the topics I
studied on the BTEC have now
enabled me to work as a sports
coach with the Trust. The
course was great fun and I was

proud to be the captain of the 11
a side team as well’.

Cameron is due to start
University in Sept 2018 to 
study Sports Coaching and
Development.

Zara 

Khan

Age: 19

National Citizens 
Service Participant/
Leader

After completing the NCS
summer programme, Zara said
“I enjoyed NCS as it challenges
you to come out of your
comfort zone and try things you
wouldn't usually do. As well as
introducing you to new people
allowing you to have the
opportunity to make new
friends and interact with
different races/cultures.’’
At first she was very reluctant
to sign up as she did not know
anyone else going as well as
being a shy person. Zara
eventually decided to take the
plunge and sign up to NCS for
the summer.
Zara has since volunteered on
further NCS programmes which
then led to her becoming a

team leader, leading her own
group and managing 16/17 year
olds. Zara is now studying at
Edge Hill University. Zara added
‘’It has also helped me develop
myself in my professional career
as I was able to work for the
NCS programme as a leader
and without having done the
programme myself in the
summer of 2016 I wouldn't have
had the confidence and ability
to become a leader as I was
quite shy. By working my way
up from the NCS youth board I
was able to have the ability to
lead in following NCS
programmes.”

Patryk 

Kowalski

Age: 17

Premier League Kicks
Participant/Volunteer

Patryk recently moved to
England from Poland and did so
not knowing anybody in the
area. The kicks sessions
provided a platform for him to
meet new people, come out of
his shell and become more
physically active. 

Patryk admits ‘I didn’t really
know anybody at the beginning
but I’ve made new friends and
now I volunteer on the sessions’.
Patryk now has ambitions to be

a community coach in the
future and we are confident he
will achieve this. He has over
100 hours of volunteering to his
name in the last 12 months.

Muskan 

Zahra

Age: 9

Primary Stars
participant at Spring 
Hill Primary

Muskan tried football for the
very first time thanks to our
Primary Stars programme and
now participates weekly with
friends, has a good time and is
quickly developing her skills.

Muskan told us ‘I really enjoy
playing football and the best bit
is being able to play with my

friends at school’.
She was part of the school’s
first ever girls football team that
entered our primary schools
girls football tournament. She
now has a passion for sport that
she didn’t have prior to this
project.

Alan

Timmins

Age: 57

Walking Football
Participant

Alan has been taking part in our
weekly Walking Football
sessions for over 18 months.

Alan said about the sessions ‘I
enjoy playing football every
week, with a great bunch of
lads, I’m probably fitter now
than I have been in 25 years. It’s
the highlight of my week’.

Alan has also represented
Accrington Stanley in various
Walking football competitions
across the northwest over the
last 12 months. This session has
enabled him to meet new
friends and increase his physical
exercise levels.

Adam 

Hartley

Age: 19

Disability Football
Participant

Adam has been regularly
attending our weekly disability
football session for over 4
years, he is also a regular at
Stanley home games. 
He attends with a group of
young people from his day 
care centre.

He says ‘the best bit about the
sessions is being able to score

goals’ and he likes the coach
Elle saying ‘if I need her I know
where she is to talk to!’

Adam has seen his confidence
build through this programme
and he has met a number 
of new friends. He looks
forward to attending this
session every week.

Saqib

Razaq

Age: 9

Move and Learn
Participant

Saqib has recently completed
the move and learn project at
spring hill primary school,
where he has learnt the
importance of a healthy, active
lifestyle and how to live this
lifestyle, as well as trying out
sessions in football, dodgeball
and handball. Throughout the
project Saqib grew in
confidence starting out as one
of the quiet ones not really
engaging in the lessons, to
shining in the lessons and
showing a real understanding of
a healthy lifestyle. Since
participating in the move and
learn project Saqib has joined
our football development
centre where he continues to
grow in confidence and
demonstrate great teamwork
whilst developing his skills.

Saqib said “I have enjoyed
learning the new sports,
interacting with the coach and
playing football. It also makes
you think about what I should
be eating and seeing my
favourite foods as a balanced
diet. It’s helped me to feel
confident about myself
especially in sports and helped
me work in a team. I will try and
have a balanced diet and eat 5
a day, every day. It’s also
encouraged me to carry on with
my running as I was thinking of
giving up. As well as this I have
started playing more football
with ASCT at the development
centre which is great.”

Kerry 

Reeves

Age: 16

Premier League Girls
Football Participant

Kerry has been a regularly
member of our PL Girls Football
sessions and has amazed the
coaches with her passion and
commitment to sport. Our first
encounter with Kerry found that
she was a very determined
young girl but lacked
confidence in her abilities.
Through this project, we have
seen her confidence and
passion grow. She now
regularly asks our coaches for
advice not only about football
but about her GCSEs and
careers aspirations. Kerry wants
to be a PE teacher or coach
when she is older. This has
significantly improved her
confidence so much she now
helps run a Girls Lunchtime
club, for those that are
interested in sports. Now she
regularly volunteers at a

number of different Premier
League Girl’s sessions and acts
as a role model for some of the
younger girls to aspire to.
Kerry said “I think the sessions
are very entertaining and the
girls benefit a lot from it and I
just really enjoy coming down
and having a laugh with some
of the girls and learning some
new drills for myself”.

Our Premier Girls Programme
has had a real influence on
Kerry with helping her discover
her own sporting pathway. The
programme has given Kerry the
confidence to join Accrington
Stanley Ladies and now
regularly plays competitive
football. Hopefully Kerry’s story
will inspire other girls to come
take part in the programme.

98 www.stanleytrust.co.ukAccrington Stanley Community Trust



Sport
Sport can have a hugely positive effect on people’s lives and when you add in the power of the Accrington Stanley
brand it enables us to engage with thousands of people every year. We believe that everybody should have
opportunities to play sport regardless of age, gender, race and religion or skill level. 

Our varied sports projects mean there is something for everybody, whether you are taking your first steps on Stanley
Kickers at 2 years old, or taking part in Walking Football in your 80’s, we pride ourselves in creating opportunities
for everybody in our community.

1,140
ADULTS PLAYED 

IN THE STANLEY 

SOCCER LEAGUE

3
0

8

children 

attended our

holiday course

provision

602
children taking

part in sports

tournaments

633
FEMALES
participating 

in football

91
children aged 2-4

learning football

for the first time

1,010
children completed a school sport fundraiser

552
grassroots players

playing at the

Wham stadium at

half time on a

match day

The PL Primary Stars sessions are really beneficial for all of the children
involved as they focus on key skills such as coordination and social skills. I
have seen improvements in a number of the children that have taken part.

                                 Brandon Naisbitt - Teacher at Peel Park Primary School.

1,630
PRIMARY SCHOOL CHILDREN

RECEIVING SPECIALISED

SPORTS COACHING

1110 www.stanleytrust.co.uk



Education is very important and to date our projects have produced some amazing results. We work closely with local
schools to engage with young people through a variety of projects. 

We continue to inspire individuals and offer education opportunities with a track record of encouraging individuals to 
go to university. Our unique education projects offer something different that has a positive impact on many people 
each year.

Education

48
full time 

students

77%
of our students went 

on to university

12
5

children taking

part in a

numeracy and

literacy project

1000+
HOURS OF VOLUNTEERING BY YOUNG PEOPLE

77
LOCAL SCHOOLS

ENGAGED WITH

Thank you so much for donating the reading books we really appreciate
them. I also want to say thank you for the efforts you and your team have
gone to this year for our school. All members of staff have commented on
how well your programmes and activity clubs have been delivered.

                            Lily Collins - Teacher at St Peter & St Pauls Primary School.

Accrington Stanley's sessions have been amazing. Our Key Stage 2 children
have increased in confidence; shown improved social skills; as well as
making a significant progress in their fundamental skills. This positive impact
has been noticed throughout school life and this is a result of their
enjoyment and participation in all the activities delivered by the Accrington
Stanley coaches. The coaches have worked alongside our own staff and
have showed enthusiasm throughout the sessions. The sessions are well
planned and provide a structure for those children with extra needs, who
sometimes struggle.

                                           Jack Walsh – Teacher at Peel Park Primary School

1312 Accrington Stanley Community Trust



Health is a major part of our community programme with direct links to our sport and exercise projects. We are
committed to play a positive role in our community and link in with many health organisations to achieve set goals. 

Our projects offer local people opportunities to exercise regularly and we also engage children and families in a
fantastic project that increases their knowledge around nutrition and healthy eating.

Health

7
themed match

day events

promoting health

awareness

1,084
CHILDREN TAKING PART IN OUR HEALTHY EATING

AND EXERCISE PROJECT

4
8 individuals have

taken part in

walking football

The Move and Learn project was brilliant. The class were engaged
throughout the programme and thoroughly enjoyed both the classroom
side of developing their understanding of nutrition and also the benefits of
physical activity. All teaching by your staff was fantastic.

                            Adam Bradshaw - Teacher at St Leonard’s Primary School.
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Inclusion is a key area of our charity and our projects enable us to engage with some of the most hard to reach
members of the community. We work with many people from areas of high deprivation in Hyndburn and offer them
opportunities to participate in a number of projects. 

Our Kicks project sees us engage with the BAME communities and helps with social integration. We continue to
increase engagement figures in this area to help transform lives and create a positive impact.

Inclusion

I have been attending the PL Kicks sessions for two years now since I moved
here from Poland. I didn’t really know anybody at the beginning but I’ve made
new friends and now I volunteer on the sessions. Accrington Stanley have
really helped me settle in the area and I hope to work for them one day.

                   Patryk Kowalski – Premier League Kicks Participant and Volunteer.

£
10

0
0

+

raised through social

action projects by

16/17 year olds

148
people taking

part in NCS

115 individuals

participating in

disability sport

577
INDIVIDUALS HAVE

TAKEN PART IN

THE PL KICKS

PROGRAMME
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LADIES FC

Accrington Stanley Community Trust agreed terms with local team St Josephs Ladies for them to merge into a new
community club playing under the banner of Accrington Stanley Ladies in March 2017. There are currently around 30
ladies registered to the club who are affiliated to Accrington Stanley Community Trust and benefit from the charity’s
expertise and resources.

Accrington Stanley Girls & Ladies started the 2017/18 season with an adult first team and newly formed development
team. September 2017 also saw a new intake of school leavers who formed an U18 girls’ futsal team which is part of our
full time BTEC Sport education programme based at the Wham Stadium. New satellite clubs were launched for girls
aged 5-11 and the Community Trust continues to deliver the Premier League Girls programme in Secondary Schools for
12-16 year olds which had over 600 participant’s in 2017. 

Plans are in place to introduce a junior section over the next couple of seasons at multiple age groups with funding
already secured to set up additional teams and increase participation.

Committee Members:

Chair and Treasurer – Martin Fearon |   Vice Chair – Elle Kayley

Secretary – Becki De-Maine |   Welfare Officer – David Keeley

First Team Coach – Alex Palffy |   Committee Member – Anne Ellwood

18 Accrington Stanley Community Trust



Accrington Stanley Community Trust received planning approval on 
13th December 2017 for a new multi-million pound Community Sports Hub
facility that will transform Higham Playing Fields in Accrington.

Accrington Stanley Community Trust
have been working on this project since
October 2015 and commissioned an in
depth feasibility study which was led by
a team of external consultants. The
findings were very positive, and the
Higham Playing Field’s site was selected
as the best location for the Sports Hub.
The plans include a brand new fit for
purpose multi use building to replace
the current building on the site. A full
size floodlit artificial football pitch will
drive up sport participation rates all
year round. Three grass pitches which
will cater for various formats of football
and rugby will be renovated to a high
standard. 

A brand new ECB approved artificial
cricket wicket will provide a fantastic
facility for local cricket leagues and
schools. In addition, there will be a 75

space car park added to the site to ease
traffic congestion on Thorneyholme
road.

Martin Fearon, CEO of Accrington
Stanley Community Trust said ‘’we have
been carefully designing the plans to
ensure we have the best possible facility
to present to the Hyndburn community.
The Sports Hub plans see a great mix of
facilities for all sectors of the general
public to enjoy. We believe that
grassroots sport needs more
investment and we are hoping to play a
big part in this by providing this
fantastic project for our community.

The aims of the sports hub are to
increase participation in sport, improve
health and exercise levels and provide
more opportunities for disabled people
to access vital sport and education

activities. The Sports Hub will also host
many projects that develop skills for
people out of work, create new 
job opportunities, inspire people to
become volunteers for local sports
organisations, sports clubs and charities,
and provide a pathway for gifted and
talented young people into elite sport.

Higham Playing Fields is currently
underused and based on the actual
figures over the last 12 months there
were only 6424 visits, which averages
just 18 visits per day. The new proposals
will see the Higham Playing Field’s site
safeguarded for sports for many years
to come and a vast increase in
participation. This will become a facility
for our community to be proud of’’.

Sports Hub
Facility

The Sports Hub Building

A brand new building will replace
the current building which no
longer meets the minimum
requirements to service the site
effectively. A fully functioning
single storey structure made from
a combination of brick and
cladding to the exterior gives a
welcoming and modern feel.

Through the main entrance is a 50
seat cafeteria and breakout space
for participants, parents and the
general public to relax and enjoy
hot and cold refreshments. Table
tennis and pool tables are planned
along with a number of vending
machines for quick and easy
snacks. Public toilet facilities are
included in this section.

To the left of the main entrance is the practical
area of the building which includes four FA
standard team changing rooms, fully fitted
with showers and toilet facilities, two officials
changing rooms and a first aid room. 
A storage space, small injury rehabilitation
area and a garage are also in this section of 
the building.

To the right of the main entrance are two state
of the art education suites available to use for
a variety of activities such as education
courses, meetings and workshops. Each suite
caters for 30 people and is separated by a
petitioning wall which can open the space up
for 60 people. Also in this section are the
Accrington Stanley Community Trust offices
and meeting area.

The building has two exits onto the pitches,
one from the cafeteria and one from the
practical area. A number of benches and
seated areas are provided around the building
to offer a comfortable experience for families
visiting the facility.

The Sports Facilities

A full size floodlit artificial football
pitch is located on the lower
section of the site and will provide
a fantastic playing experience for
its users. The pitch can be split into

a variety of playing areas suitable
for 5, 7, 9 and 11 aside football. This
state of the art pitch will have
protected use on evenings and
weekends for local grassroots
clubs and community activities.

The top section of the site sees a multi-use grass area which can support
a number of different football variations. All grass pitches was
renovated and brought up to a higher standard as part of the project.

A brand new ECB standard artificial cricket wicket was added 
to support the local mid-week cricket league and new schools’
competitions.

Evening use will end at 10pm and a full light
spillage survey was submitted as part of the
planning application. The location of the
floodlit pitch was carefully selected with
various factors such as nearby residential
properties taken into account.

Alongside the floodlit pitch on the lower
section is a full size grass football/rugby pitch
with dugouts and seated areas.

Car park

A 75 space car park with disabled and 
coach parking spaces was added to the 
site to ease traffic congestion on
Thorneyholme road

21www.stanleytrust.co.uk



Events
SCHOOL TOURNAMENTS
We delivered a number of different tournaments throughout the year with over 30 schools taking part in the
Kids Cup which resulted in St Veronica’s clinching the title at half time during an Accrington Stanley League
Two fixture. They went on to represent Accrington Stanley in the regional finals and narrowly missed out on
getting to Wembley.

The Girls Cup competition was well attended and was won by Mount Carmel High School.

HYNDBURN BUSINESS AWARDS – FINALIST
After winning the Hyndburn Community Business of the Year in 2016, we were once again nominated for the
2017 award in which we finished as runners up. It was a fantastic event and we congratulate all the winners.

RADIO LANCASHIRE PEDAL FOR PUDSEY
We got involved with the ‘Pedal for Pudsey’ fundraising campaign by Radio Lancashire, raising funds for
Children in Need. A number of our staff and volunteers contributed towards the hundreds of miles pedalled
for this good cause.

OSWALDTWISTLE MILLS FAMILY FUN DAY
We helped raise funds for the Scouts at Oswaldtwistle Mills Family Fun Day in August 2017. Hundreds of people
attended the event and a lot of money was raised.

ACCRINGTON CARNIVAL
We ran a float at the Accrington Carnival in June 2017 which was attended by thousands of people. The event
took place at Oak Hill Park in Accrington. We raised hundreds of pounds with a Winstanley Penalty Shoot-Out
competition.

Friends of ASCT

Accrington Stanley Community
Trust launched a brand new
initiative in November 2017 aimed
at getting businesses involved
with supporting the charity.
The ‘Friends of Accrington Stanley
Community Trust’ scheme
provides an ideal way for local
businesses to engage its corporate
social responsibility by supporting
an organisation that improves
health, social inclusion levels, as
well as delivering sport and
education programmes to over
15,000 local people.
Oswaldtwistle Mills Shopping
Village & Garden Centre were the
first to come on board after
hearing all about the good work
that the Trust does in the
community.
Boyd Hargreaves, Managing
Director of Oswaldtwistle Mills

said ‘’we are delighted to become
a friend of Accrington Stanley
Community Trust. Oswaldtwistle
Mills supports a number of
charities and we are very happy to
help support the great work that
the Trust are doing in Hyndburn.
We are proud to do our bit to
support such a worthwhile cause.’’
By donating or fundraising £1000
to Accrington Stanley Community
Trust, organisations or individuals
will receive a variety of benefits
such as use of the ‘Friends of
ASCT’ logo and advertising
benefits such as social media
coverage, website links and match
day programme exposure.
ASCT Chief Executive Officer,
Martin Fearon said ‘We want to
appeal to the local business
community to support us in
delivering some great projects in

Hyndburn that really do make a
difference to lots of people. This
scheme is a great chance for
businesses to give something back
to the local community. 
All funds raised will go directly 
into delivering a number of
community projects’.

FRIENDS

of GET INVOLVED
To find out more, or to become a friend of

Accrington Stanley Community Trust, get in

touch with Martin Fearon, on

martin.fearon@stanleytrust.co.uk or 

call 01254 304071.

2322 www.stanleytrust.co.uk



Player Visits
Each year, Accrington Stanley players, coaches,
staff and club mascot Winstanley make
appearances at numerous community and
corporate events. Player visits are a fantastic way
for all Professional Footballers to give something
back to their communities and put a smile on
people’s faces. In 2017 there was some fantastic
work carried out and a total of 274 player visits by
Accrington Stanley across various events in
Hyndburn and surrounding areas.

Club captain Seamus Conneely has led by example
working closely with the Trust to organise the
player visits. Seamus has given a lot of his time to
community events since he arrived at the club 3
years ago. He is also instrumental in getting other
players to value the community work we do and
encourage them to get involved. He is always
really good at engaging with the community and
as club captain he is influential amongst local
youngsters. He is a great role model and always
answers honestly and passionately when children
ask him questions, he always makes time to stay
and speak to children, sign autographs etc.

Seamus said ‘’ ‘’it’s important a club like
Accrington get out in the community and meet the
fans especially young children, we want to be a
community friendly club and player visits are a
huge part of that, if I can use my role as a
footballer to inspire youngsters to better
themselves then that’s something we can all be
proud of’’.

A number of players have also become community
ambassadors and get involved in supporting
projects.

Seamus Conneely – Education
Scott Brown – Sports Participation
Billy Kee – Health
Mark Hughes – Social Inclusion

The ambassadors are the public figurehead of a
number of different schemes run by the
Community Trust and endorsed by the
Professional Footballers’ Association (PFA).

The players are fantastic at supporting the charitable work we deliver in the
community. They really make a difference and give fans a real boost when they
spend time with them at various events. We are privileged to have such a great set
of players who realise the importance of giving something back to the community.

      Martin Fearon – Chief Executive Officer of Accrington Stanley Community Trust
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Match Days...

27

THE STANLEY EXPERIENCE

In 2017 over 40 local junior teams walked out as mascots

at Accrington Stanley matches, a total of over 500 

junior players. 

They also played a game on the pitch during the half

time period in front of over a thousand supporters. We

make a commitment to grassroots football in the area

by offering this opportunity to every single junior team

from U12 and below. 

8 years on and it still remains as popular as ever and a

day to remember for all the family.

EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY

We are committed to promoting equality and diversity

and we host a ‘Kick it Out’ awareness game each

season. This event is all about raising awareness and

tackling racism and discrimination. 

A banner was presented before the game and players

from both Accrington Stanley and their opponents

wore Kick it Out t-shirts to warm up in. Further

announcements on the PA system and big screen

added to the campaign.

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY

We work closely with the Lancashire Care NHS Community Restart Team to raise

awareness of mental health and help engage people in positive activity. 

On the 7th October 2017 we hosted a World Mental Health themed match day at the

Wham Stadium. A stall was set up inside the stadium for members of staff to interact

with fans about all things to do with mental health. 

It was a fantastic event which also included a feature in the match day programme

and an announcement on the PA system and big screen. Themed match days are very

important to us because they offer an opportunity to spread important messages to

the supporters and fans.

KNOW THE SCORE

Another event we run each year is ‘Know the Score’

which raises the awareness of Bowel Cancer. April was

Bowel Cancer Awareness Month and the Accrington

Stanley players showed their support for the fifth annual

Know the Score campaign. 

They wore t-shirts during the warm up on 24th April

2017 as well as their opponents Crewe Alexandra. During

this day a number of people engaged with our staff to

ask about Know the Score and we were successful in

raising the awareness to over two thousand people.
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Financial 
Summary

2016/17 2015/16

Income £493,397 £407,417

Expenditure £415,635 £334,801

Surplus £77,762 £72,616

Financial Position 2016/17 2015/16

Net Assets £431,616 £353,854 

Unrestricted Funds £412,033 £353,854

Restricted Funds £19,583 £353,854

Financial History

Income Expenditure Surplus

2016/17 £493,397 £415,635 £77,762

2015/16 £407,417 £334,801 £72,616

2014/15 £381,538 £263,695 £117,843

2013/14 £312,238 £213,832 £98,406

2012/13 £194,547 £147,732 £46,815

2011/12 £135,451 £123,680 £11,771

2010/11 £89,025 £82,622 £6,403

13%

4%

15%

18%

48%

2%

10%

90%

INCOME 2016/17 EXPENDITURE 2016/17

Premier League

Other Games

Football Activities

Capital Turnover

Other Charitable Activities

Delivery

Administration

Other
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We never stand still, we want to grow and improve
each year and develop new and existing projects
to benefit our community. We started in 2010 with
no money and just two members of staff. 7 years
on we are delivering over 30 community projects
to a record 15,000 local people and have planning
permission for a £2.5m community Sports Hub
facility. We are an award winning charity that
makes a positive impact in our community and we
want to build on this over the next 12 months.

As we enter our 8th year we have some very
exciting plans, with the aforementioned
community Sports Hub facility high on our agenda.
We also plan to expand our work into areas we
haven’t delivered before, such as working with
veterans via the Royal British Legion and linking
up with the new Raza Jamia Masjid Mosque and
Community Centre in Accrington to deliver more
opportunities and further engage with the BME
community.

We are also sponsoring an amazing initiative to
commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the
football club, Andy Holt, chairman of Accrington
Stanley Football club, is giving away 1200 Adidas
first team replica football shirts to all year three
primary school children in Hyndburn at a
ceremony at the Wham stadium in 
February 2018.

Accrington Stanley Football Club is a symbol of
civic pride in Accrington. For the next five years,
as thanks for their support and a source of
encouragement for young people to participate in
sport, children in the area will be being given their
own official Accrington Stanley football shirt to
keep and wear with pride.

Andy Holt said: “Being outside and active was day
to day life for me as a young boy growing up. In
more recent years there’s been less of an emphasis
on community sports for children. Accrington
Stanley Community Trust have supported by
sponsoring this initiative and they are an essential
part of our engagement with the community. This
is something I hold with huge importance”.

In keeping with this ethos of supporting young
people, the Accrington Stanley football shirt will
put smiles on over a thousand little faces and
cement their roots with the football club.
Andy Holt said: “I want to create a connection with
our professional League 2 football team. Our roots
go right back to 1888 when Accrington were one
of the founder members of the Football League.
The reformed club was founded in 1968. It is very
fitting to mark the 50th anniversary by giving a
shirt to every year three primary school pupil in
the Hyndburn area. I will be repeating this every
year for the next five years in the hope it brings 
us closer to the community. I want it to inspire
youths to take pride in their home town club by
feeling part of the borough and supporting their
local team”.

Alongside new projects and facilities we will also
improve and expand current projects such as our
Premier League funded Kicks, Girls football and
Primary Stars programmes. We are a unique
charity that has the ability to engage with our
community and inspire people to lead a 
positive and enjoyable life. We want the best 
for everybody we engage with and we are
committed to serve our community for the 
long term.

Whats Next?
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