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I would like to extend a warm 
welcome to Bristol City FC to the 
StoreFirst stadium for what looks 
set to be an exciting encounter.

It was an important game for us away 
to Wigan FC last weekend as to get 
back playing league fixtures after 
what seemed to be a forever winter 
shut down.

The game finished 1-1 draw with 
us creating many chances and on 
another day could have been a 
different score line but as I often 
say the development of the players 
linked with winning mentality is the 
important factor and what we were 
pleased about was players taking up 
the correct positions and hopefully 
next time we are more clinical in front 
of goal.

To progress and develop it is 
important to test yourself against 
good opposition and Bristol City 
will certainly offer us that challenge 
tonight.

We come into this game in good 
spirits and full of confidence from 
performances this season, this group 
of players have shown not just how 
good technically but mentally we 
are and that is a key element in the 
modern game.

I am a believer that games are won 
and lost by players winning their 
individual battles and we have to 
make sure we are prepared, ready 
and focused for the task ahead to 
enable us to progress into the next 
round.
I hope both set of teams display a 
good level of performance and I 
would like to thank all supporters for 
attending tonight’s game.

Keith Brown 
Academy Manager 

Managers Welcome...



Accrington Stanley’s road to 
tonight’s 4th round FA Youth 
Cup tie has been far from easy 
and the young Reds have had 
to overcome tricky ties against 
Carlisle United, Ilkeston and West 
Ham United to reach this stage.

The first round saw Stanley face a 
home game against Carlisle at the 
start of November. Carlisle took an 
early lead in the game and it was 
up to Stanley to come from behind 
and turn the tie around. An equaliser 
from Dalian Barker got the scores 
level before Max Hazeldine gave 
Stanley a lead on the eve of half time. 
Connor Mahoney added a third for 
good measure late in the game to 
see Stanley safely through to the 2nd 
Round. 

A trip to Ilkeston less than a fortnight 
later was next up for Stanley and the 
Derbyshire side were a tough test 
for the Reds. A solitary goal midway 
through the second half was enough 
for Accrington to get through as 
Nathan Webb rose the highest off a 
Connor Mahoney free kick to head 
home the winner. 

Webb also proved to be a key part 
of the side in the next round as the 
young Reds played host Premier 
League West Ham at the StoreFirst 
Stadium, but it was a Hazeldine 
sucker punch late in extra time that 
sent Stanley through.

The first half was a stalemate as both 
sides created chances, but neither 
could find an opener and all the 
action was saved for the second half. 
Immediately in the second half both 
teams came out fighting and Stanley 
took the lead on 48 minutes through 
second round hero Webb. Jack 
Hartley delivered a dangerous cross 
for the Reds which was flicked on 
towards the back post where Webb 
waited with a sublime overhead kick 
to give the Reds the lead. 

The second half was end to end 
action but West Ham saved 
theirselves for injury time before 
coming up with a 92nd minute 
equaliser courtesy of their captain, 
Jamie Harney. That goal sent the tie 
to extra time and it was in that 30 
minutes that Stanley would shine. 

The extra time was tense but the 
underdogs Stanley ultimately proved 
the stronger side and they snatched 
the win on 116 minutes when Max 
Hazeldine scrambled the ball in at the 
back post after a cross goal header 
from Barker. 

Tonight’s winners will face an away 
trip to Reading in the fifth round and 
the Royals saw off Crewe in the fourth 
round, winning 4-2 on penalties 
following a 3-3 stalemate after extra 
time.

Road to Round 4...



Stanley youth were left bemused 
as they travelled back to 
Accrington with only one point.

Birthday boy James Jenkins put the 
visitors in front from the spot early 
in the first-half, but the failure to 
convert a number of key chances 
proved costly as the hosts scored a 
late equaliser to snatch a share of the 
points.

Both sides struggled to find their 
feet at the beginning of the first-half 
where chances were scarce.
On the 13th minute, Louis Robles 
had a half-chance 12-yards out after 
Jordan Flores got to the byline and 
cut the ball back, but he failed to 
keep his shot down.

Kieran Wolland in the Stanley goal 
was the first goalkeeper to be tested 
22 minutes in when he punched a 
corner clear and retracted to his line 
quickly to keep out Elis Gibbons’ 
follow-up.

The game came to life when Max 
Hazeldine drove an effort goalwards 
from outside the box which was 
blocked by a defenders arm and the 
referee had no hesitation in pointing 
to the spot on 32 minutes.

Jenkins stepped up and slotted 
the ball down the middle after the 
goalkeeper sold himself early diving 
to his right.

Stanley then cranked it up a gear and 
had a number of chances to extend 
their lead shortly before half-time.
After a sublime first-touch, Jenkins 
raced through one-on-one with 
Connor Keane but the ‘keeper got 
down low to save as the attacker 
attempted to round him.

Jenkins then headed Roman Hickey’s 
corner into the ground and over the 
bar from two-yards when it looked 
easier to score than miss.

Nathan Hudson released Hazeldine 
down the left channel and he put 
the ball on a plate for the onrushing 
Jenkins at the back-post but he sliced 
his shot wide of goal.

Six minutes into the second-half 
Jenkins played a neat one-two with 
Nathan Webb which left himself with 
only the ‘keeper to beat, but again 
Keane stood resilient against the 
Stanley onslaught.

The building pressure nearly paid 
dividends when Dieter Downey fired 
wide from the edge of the box.
Robles raced through one-on-one 
but Wolland stood strong to retain his 
sides lead and push the ball around 
the post.

Another chance passed Stanley by 
when Hazeldine found Walsh at the 
back post but the midfielder missed 
his kick.

Wigan 1 Stanley 1...



Keith Brown experienced mixed 
emotions as he saw his side come 
away from Wigan with only a single 
point.

“I’m a bit disappointed because we 
had numerous chances to secure the 
game and in football you must take 
your chances to win games.” He said.
“When you look at the bigger picture 
we were in good positions to take 
those chances so it is just a matter of 
us now going back to training and 
going back to working on putting 
these chances in the back of the net.”

The draw extended their unbeaten 
run to five games in the league, but 
Brown insists his team will not get 
carried away with statistics and will 
keep their feet firmly on the ground: 
“We just take each game as it comes, 
we don’t look too far ahead and that 
is the way we have always looked.
“I don’t think we will change in any 
way, we have done well this season 

but we don’t look at stats in terms of 
how many games we have won on 
the trot.

“We just go into win every single 
game we play to win”

James Jenkins’ goal extended 
Stanley’s scoring spree to ten 
consecutive matches and the 
Manager believes there is an air of 
confidence and belief around the 
camp: “Absolutely – especially when 
you score against top teams such as 
Preston, Carlisle, West Ham.

“If you can go and score against 
these teams then we have always said 
to them that must give you the belief 
to go any play against anyone.

“These guys don’t fear any 
opposition, they go out and play with 
freedom and goals win games so it 
is important we keep putting it in the 
back of the net.”

Wigan Reaction...

15 minutes from time Wigan snatched 
an equaliser.  Flores wriggled past a 
number of defenders before forcing 
Wolland to push his thunderous 
effort over the crossbar and out for a 
corner.

From the resulting corner Robles 
leaped highest and thundered a 
header in at the near post.

The Reds threw everything they had 
at Wigan in the final few minutes – 

Downey burst into the box and fired 
straight at the goalkeeper before 
Hazeldine prodded his shot the 
wrong side of the upright after he 
latched onto Dalian Barker’s flick.

The last kick of the game saw Liam 
Goulding come close after having 
an initial effort saved, his follow-up 
trickled agonisingly past the post.
The draw extends Stanley’s unbeaten 
run in the league to five games.



Ahead of tonight’s game against 
Bristol City we caught up with 
centre back and Youth team 
captain Liam Goulding to capture 
his thoughts.

“We’re all buzzing and ready for it, 
we’re looking forward to playing in 
the FA Youth Cup again and we’re just 
hoping to go out and do the best we 
can.” 

Asked whether the side are feeling 
excited or nervous, he said “It’s a bit 
of both, you’ve got to be excited for 
it but the nerves are sometimes good 
as well to get the adrenaline going.”

“We’re all confident, we’ve been 
doing well in the league and we’ll 

give the opposition a lot of respect 
because they’re going to be a well 
organised and well set up side so 
we’ll just go out tomorrow and 
hopefully, if we play our best we’ll get 
the result”

The young Reds have had a couple 
of weeks without a fixture after 
postponement at the weekend but 
Liam says the side are unaffected. 
“We’ve obviously been training 
through the games that have been 
called off so we’re all buzzing and 
ready to go.”

“It’s a massive game for me and it’s 
probably my biggest game yet. I’m 
looking forward to it.”

Player Preview...

Bristol City come into tonight’s 
game sitting 5th in the U18 
Professional Development League 
2 and they started 2014 in good 
form after overcoming Brighton 2-0 
as well as picking up a 2-2 draw 
against Swansea City a couple of 
weekends ago. The Robins league 
record shows a collection of five 
wins, four draws and five losses 
from the 14 league games they’ve 
played this season so far. 

City’s route to the fourth round, as with 
Stanley’s, started with the first round back 
in early November. Bristol picked up a 

convincing 3-0 win over Newport County to 
set up a tricky 2nd round tie against Burgess 
Hill Town’s U18 side who had lost only one 
game all season until facing Bristol City. 

The Robins were held to a 0-0 draw 
in 90 minutes against Burgess Hill 
Town but scored twice in extra time to 
settle the tie and send them through. 
Bristol’s 3rd round tie vs Brentford 
was played at the second attempt 
after the weather intervened on the 
initial date. This didn’t affect Bristol 
though as they earnt a 1-0 win over 
the travelling Brentford side to set up 
tonight’s clash with Stanley. 

Bristol City...



Next up for Stanley’s Youth side is 
a return to league action as they 
prepare to face local rivals Bury 
on Saturday 8th February.

Bury sit 5th in Youth alliance table 
four points ahead of 9th place 
Stanley, but the Shakers haven’t 
played a league game since 
November after suffering numerous 
postponements throughout 
December and January. 

Their last result in the league was 
a 3-1 defeat at home to Blackpool 
which followed impressive 3-1 
triumphs over Carlisle and Burnley. 
Stanley on the other hand still boast 
an impressive unbeaten run of six 

games in the league and they have 
suffered only one defeat in their last 
10 games in all competitions. 

The sides have already met this 
season, back in September. On that 
day Bury ran out 3-2 victors after 
Stanley’s Youth side twice surrendered 
the lead.

As always your support is welcomed 
but if you can’t make it to the game 
we’ll have live match updates via our 
official twitter feed, @ASFCyouth. 

Up Next...



Kieran Wolland (GK)
Connor Atkinson

Dalian Barker
Joseph Clarke
Dieter Downey
Liam Goulding
Luke Greaves

Callum Gunner
Jack Hartley

Max Hazeldine
Daniel Hennigan
Roman Hickey
Matt Hodge

Nathan Hudson
James Jenkins

Keenan Quansah
John Roberts

Kealan Steenson
Callum Walsh

James Wolfenden

Marley Bishop
Aron Davies

Tom Fry
Jamie Horgan

Ben Last
Matt Long

Connor Lemonhaigh Evans
Matthew Mattis
Pierce Mitchell
Liam Monelle
Joe Morrell

Max O’Leary
Harry Paice
Zak Vyner

Ben Withey
JojoWoolacott

The Squads


